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BOARD OF FINANCE 

JULY 6, 2011 

 

MINUTES 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Kiss, President Keogh, Councilors Mulvaney-Stanak and Paul. Councilor 

Wright (phone)     

 

ALSO PRESENT: Councilor Bushor, ACAO Goodwin; ACAO Schrader; Richard Haesler, City 

Attorney’s Office; Larry Kupferman, CEDO; Chuck Larea, 41 Cherry St. LLC. 

 

1. Agenda 

 

Councilors Paul and Mulvaney-Stanak made a motion to move agenda item five to agenda item 

2B. The agenda was approved as amended.  

 

2. Approval of Board of Finance Minutes 

 

a. June 20, 2011 

 

Councilors Paul and Mulvaney-Stanak made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

2B.  C/T: Auditing Service Contract Award 

 

a. RHR Smith Audit Cost Proposal 

b. RHR Smith Audit Proposal 

c. Melanson Heath Audit Cost Proposal 

d. Melanson Heath Audit Proposal 

 

President Keogh and Councilor Paul made a motion to recommend Melanson Heath as the 

auditor.  

 

ACAO Schrader explained that the Audit Advisory Committee had recommended Melanson 

Heath. In response to an inquiry, he stated that Melanson Heath would be able to handle the size 

and complexity of Burlington’s audit and finances better than the other firm. There were 

concerns that RHR Smith did not have the necessary experience. While Melanson Heath was 

more expensive, their expertise would benefit the City. In response to an inquiry, ACAO 

Schrader stated the current auditing firm (Sullivan & Powers) would assist in closing the books 

and preparing the financial report. This would then be audited by the firm that was selected. 

ACAO Goodwin stated there were two proposals and both stated they would not have bid unless 

the current auditor prepared the financials, given the time constraints. Mayor Kiss stated that 

Melanson Heath had the capacity to handle the depth of the city.  



 

 

 

 

Councilor Paul stated that two prices were $190,000 versus $240,000, a significant difference. 

The costs for the previous auditor were approximately $210,000. The Audit Advisory Committee 

thought the figure that RHR proposed was so low that they would not be able to do the work for 

that amount.  Additionally, the City would be RHR’s largest client, whereas Melanson Heath was 

better equipped to manage the City’s size.  

 

The motion passed unanimously.  

 

3. ATTORNEY: Encumbrance Permit  and Amended Ground/Parking Leases for 41 

Cherry St. LLC (Materials to be Distributed Separately) 

 

Larry Kupferman stated this item pertained to the imminent start of construction of the new 

hotel. 41 Cherry St. LLC and DPW had three documents that needed City Council approval. The 

first was an amendment for a ground lease currently in place on Cherry Street. This would add 

space for the entrance of the hotel where there were parking spaces currently. President Keogh 

inquired what the area would be used for. Larry Kupferman stated it would be the entrance for 

the hotel and a loading area. They would also be guaranteed sixteen parking spaces in the Parking 

Garage. Richard Haesler stated the City receiving a contract for sixteen parking spaces would 

provide a revenue stream over time.  

 

Chuck Larea stated the sixteen spaces would be used for employee parking and they had a right 

to lease up to 33 spaces, but were only obligated to lease sixteen. Those that were not used would 

be available to the public. Hotel staff would also use spaces that they would have to pay for. 

Larry Kupferman stated the designated spaces would be on the top level of the garage, the area 

that is typically filled last.  

 

Larry Kupferman stated the construction encumbrance was to allow the use of the Cherry Street 

right of way for the duration of the construction. This would need Council approval because the 

duration was more than thirty days. 

 

Mayor Kiss inquired about the construction encumbrance length. Larry Kupferman stated it 

would be as broad as possible, as construction could be put on hold because of winter conditions. 

The hotel was going to open later than had been hoped for, but the timing was important for the 

hotel group. Mayor Kiss asked about the fee of $11,300. Larry Kupferman stated that was for the 

use of the southern part of Cherry Street and the fee would be paid during the duration of 

construction. The parking fees would be paid on a monthly basis. The plan was complex and 

considered pedestrians right of ways, public safety, and neighboring businesses.  

 

Councilor Paul requested that the City Council be able to discuss this, as people had not had time 

to read the contract. She stated she would vote for it tonight to move it forward, but would like to 

discuss it more. Larry Kupferman stated it needed to go forward because there was only one City 

Council meeting in July. Councilor Wright stated he did not want to slow the project down.  

 

Chuck Larea stated the company was fine with the agreement, with one exception. They were 

allowed to use up to 18 meter bags for a fee of $6 a day, but would request they not be charged 

on Sunday because parking is free in the city. They were also paying $280,000 to the City for 

other fees. Attorney Haesler stated DPW had indicated there was a cost to the city on Sunday 



 

 

 

because by closing the street, lanes of traffic run down the right of way where the parking would 

be, forcing people to park elsewhere. Larry Kupferman stated DPW had handled the 

encumbrance.  

 

Councilor Paul and President Keogh made a motion to amend the agreement to eliminate meter 

fees on Sunday.  

 

Councilor Mulvaney-Stanak asked if there were precedent for including or excluding Sunday. 

Attorney Haesler stated all of the agreements require City Council approval and it was 

determined on a case by case basis. Councilor Mulvaney-Stanak inquired about the Battery Street 

project.  Attorney Haesler stated Sundays were excluded, but they did not get a departure from 

the fee schedule. President Keogh inquired what the ordinance said about this issue. Attorney 

Haesler stated the City was required to form an agreement if the obstruction lasted over thirty 

days, and terms were set within that. 

 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. FIRE: Internal Transfers 

 

Councilors Paul and Mulvaney-Stanak made a motion to approve the transfer. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

On a motion by President Keogh and Councilor Paul, the meeting adjourned at 5:00pm. 

 

 

 


